
 
 
 
 

 

The Total Cost Equation of Pipeline Material Selection 
 

Using the Total Cost Equation (TCE) to responsibly evaluate bid proposals for different pipeline 

materials often reveals the true cost differential between various pipeline materials involves 

much more than just the initial per foot bid price of the material itself. The TCE takes into 

consideration the real and respective factors directly related to the installation and future 

operation of a pipeline. The initial cost per foot of individual pipeline materials is many times 

deceiving. Design engineers and utility owners need to include several additional factors 

common to every pipeline in their materials selection assessment to best serve the utility and 

customers throughout the pipeline’s intended service life.  This presentation examines the 

interwoven contributive costs of: 

• The initial bid pipe price along with the distinct bedding required for each material, 

• corrosion protection costs and/or the maintenance of same over time, 

• tapping requirements and line locating costs, 

• operational energy cost disparities over time, and 

• other tangible advantages provided by the extended service life of DI pipe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation Duration: can be tailored from 30 to 60 minutes per client's request. 

 

Available Presenters: McWane Ductile Regional Engineers, Product Engineers and select 

local Sales Representatives.  Details provided upon scheduling of a Training Session. 

 

Prior Presentation Locations: 25 of the 48 contiguous United States. 

CEU / PDH / TCH professional development hours available in select locations. 

 

 

Contact: www.mcwaneductile.com/sales-support/sales-operations  or  pe.mcwane.com 

1401 East 2000 South 

Provo, UT  84606 

801-373-6910 

183 Sitgreaves Street 

Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 

908-454-1161 

2266 South 6th Street 

Coshocton, OH  43812 

740-622-6651 
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